About Us
Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta, Inc. is a California non-profit, educational and charitable organization.  The purpose of the Guild is to educate its members about the history and preservation of the art form of quilt-making and its related topics; to learn new techniques, improve skills and to inform the community-at-large about our quilt-making heritage. 

Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta is very dedicated in its commitment to philanthropic support for our community.  Each year the Community Quilts Committee selects one or more local charitable organizations to receive quilts or other specialty items made by CQG members.  In past years donations have been made to the Women’s Shelter, Transition House, Hospice, The Linus Project, Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital’s Neo-Natal Center, The Unity Shop, The Teddy Bear Cancer Foundation, Assistance League of Santa Barbara’s Fostering Friends program and many other community organizations.  
Our present meeting location is at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at 4575 Auhay Drive in Santa Barbara.  The Guild meets on the second Thursday of every month, with the doors opening at 6:00 p.m. and meetings beginning promptly at 7:00 p.m.

Monthly meetings feature a brief business meeting, followed by:

· Show and Tell – This feature gives us a chance to share our accomplishments and see what others have done, as well as providing information to our membership about other community events or special needs.

· Block of the Month – Block of the month patterns and instructions are distributed in the monthly membership newsletter.  Those who wish to participate may do so by bringing one or more completed blocks to the next meeting, making them eligible to win all of the blocks submitted.

· Library - The Guild’s Lending Library of books, magazines and videotapes is available at most meetings on a first come basis for all members.  Borrowed items must be returned the following month.

· Programs – Programs include presentations by nationally acclaimed quilt artists, wearable art fashion shows, silent and live auctions, book sales and more.  When guest speakers are scheduled, a workshop is generally available the following day, conducted by the speaker at the Goleta Valley Community Center.  These affordable workshops offer our members the opportunity to learn many quilting techniques from widely known quilt artists.
One of our most popular annual events is our “Members-Only” challenge competition.  The Challenge Committee may designate a specific size or theme, or require the use of a certain color or fabric.  Participating members must interpret those requirements, using their creativity and skill to turn their designs into reality.  Members’ challenge quilts are displayed during a regularly scheduled Guild meeting where members and guests may vote on their favorite entries, with prizes awarded to the lucky winners.  In the past, Challenge quilts have been displayed at such venues as the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum and during the Santa Barbara Downtown Organization’s 1st Thursday events.

The Guild has held its biennial “Harvest of Colors: A Member’s Showcase” at the Earl Warren Showgrounds in Santa Barbara since 1988.  These are juried shows of both traditional and art quilts, as well as wearable art, and also feature an array of vendors and a Gift Boutique with items made exclusively by Guild members.  More recent shows have often featured a selected Guest Artist who enjoys national acclaim.
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